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THE BUREAU OF AUDIO AND VISUAL AIDS 
OFFERS SERVICES TO LIBRARIANS 


by 
Ward C. Bowen 
Chief of Bureau 


The Bureau of Audio and Visual Aids has much in common with every 
library: both are at the service of local organizations which are work- 
ing to improve the educational and cultural resources of their commn- 
ities. The library is organized as a center for information, ideas and 
programming resources for those organizations. Similarly, this Bureau 
aims to serve not only the public and private schools, but also the 
study clubs, youth groups and all other educational forces in the 
community. 


Long ago it ceased to be a novel idea for librarians to concern 
themselves with more than printed materials. They are recognizing the 
fact that the printed page is no longer the sole, nor perhaps even the 
principal, means of communicating ideas. Community groups are more and 
more turning to the film, the recording, and other media for lending 
interest, variety and significance to their programs. The major objec- 
tive of this article is to indicate some of the ways in which the Bureau 
of Audio and Visual Aids and the local library can combine their efforts 
to secure more effective utilization of these specialized media of com- 
munication. 


In such efforts the Bureau faces the handicap of being too far re- 
moved from the people who want or need assistance. Many community 
groups are unaware that such a Bureau exists as a unit of the State 
Education Department, or that they are free to draw upon the knowledge 
and experience of our professional staff. 


In contrast to the relatively remote and impersonal relationship 
between the Bureau and the commnity, the library functions as an inti- 
mate and integral part of the life of the commnity. It follows that, 
outside of the schools, the Bureau can best serve community needs 
through the channel provided by the local library. 


What are some of the ways in which we can be of assistance to li- 
brarians? 


First in importance, perhaps, we serve to the best of our ability 
as a clearinghouse of information on motion picture films, recordings 
and other types of audio-visual materials. The Bureau staff includes 
specialists both in audio and in visual materials and technics. Each 
of these specialists maintains an extensive file of information in his 
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field. It is true that our staff relies heavily, in some areas, on such 
sources of information as the H. W. Wilson Co.. publications, which are 
found in nearly all public libraries. In addition, however, the Bureau 
is in regular contact with many producers and other primary sources of 
information. Perhaps of special importance is the fact that the Bureau 
staff, nearly always with the collaboration of subject specialists, every 
year reviews and evaluates a considerable number of films, filmstrips and 
recordings. 


In many communities facilities are becoming available in the library 
for the projection of films and for the playing of various types of re- 
cordings. Increasing emphasis is being given to recording significant 
materials on magnetic tape. This broadening of the scope of the librar- 
ian's activities brings new and troublesome problems relative to the se- 
lection of equipment. Here again the Bureau may be of assistance. It is 
not our policy, for obvious reasons, to recommend equipment by specific 
make and model; however, if your problems are made known to us, we en- 
deavor to suggest the type of equipment best suited to your specific 
needs. We may thus save you the disappointment which comes from having 
purchased unsuitable equipment. 


At irregular intervals the Bureau issues printed or mimeographed 
"Film Round-Ups"; each of these is an annotated list of films, and some- 
times filmstrips, on a specific topic or subject area. While the major- 
ity of these are compiled primarily for the guidance of classroom teach- 
ers, several of them contain materials of interest to non-school groups. 
The following titles afford some idea of the range of topics thus far 
represented: 


Film Round-Up No. 2 Health and Physical Education 

Film Round-Up No. 4 Distributive occupations 

Film Round-Up No. 5 China and the Far East 

Film Round-Up No. 8 Our Neighbors to the South: Mexico, 
Central America, South America 

Film Round-Up No. 10 Home Economics 


Copies of these pamphlets, as well as any others in our series, we 
shall be pleased to send to librarians on request. 


In conclusion, may we repeat that we are interested in the efforts 
librarians are making to broaden the scope of their services. This 
Bureau will count it a real privilege to cooperate with librarians in 
every way possible in promoting wiser and more effective utilization 
of audio-visual materials. 
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RECENT BOOKS: A Selection 
Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Baker, C.H. Hemingway, the writer as artist. Princeton Univ. Press. 
$4.50. 

The professor of English at Princeton University contributes an in- 
teresting, detailed, thoroughly documented evaluation of Hemingway's 
work between 1920 and 1952 and of his place in modern literature. 810.81 


Bankhead, Tallulah. Tallulah; my autobiography. Harper. $3.95. 

Candid, scintillating comment on the theatrical world, on well-known 
personalities in many fields and on the electric, individual, uncon- 
ventional narrator and her background. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


YP Barer, Shlomo. The magic carpet. Harper. $3.50. 

RH Mainly in diary form, this is the stirring account of the improvised 
airlift, “Operation Magic Carpet," which transported 30,000 deeply re- 
ligious Jews from far-off Yemen, Arabia, to modern Israel in 1949. 
Map, photographs. 325.56 


“Blanchard, F.S. Where to retire and how, a comprehensive guide; 
planning, jobs, hobbies and housing, costs of living, climates and 
Places. Dodd. $5. 

Based on letters and interviews, this sane, helpful book is mainly 
concerned with preparation and locations for happy retirement. =" 
photographs. Index. 


Bonner, Eugene. Sicilian roundabout. Coward-McCann. $7.50. 

A “series of travel sketches" by one long familiar with the history 

and charm of Sicily, supplying definite information for present-day 

tourists. Attractive small quarto, with maps on end papers and many 
fine photographs. Index. 914.5 


PR “Brown, J.M. As they appear. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 
EH Perceptive, diverting selections from the noted dramatic critic's 
Saturday Review column, "Seeing Things." Index. 814.5 


Carter, John. ABC for book-collectors. Knopf. $3. 

Defines succinctly and helpfully, in alphabetical arrangement, such 
words and phrases that need clarifying for beginning and would-be 
collectors and the interested, “literate public." 025.2 


YP "Chase, M.E., ed. Readings from the Bible. Macmillan. $3.75. 


lections from the King James Version used in the fe noted professor's 
course at Smith College. 220.88 
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Chiang, Yee. A Chinese childhood. Day. $5. 

These "fragmentary" recollections of the artist-author's years be- 
tween five and 15 acquaint the reader with his family relationships 
and with the customs and beliefs of old China. Illustrated. B or 92 


“Dobie, J.F. The mstangs. Little. $6. 

Deep devotion to the subject combines with scholarly research in an 
exhilarating, anecdotal history of "the most picturesque wild species" 
to give "its spirit to a land." Drawings. Notes, index. 636.16 


Eliot, T.H. Basic rules of order. Harcourt. $2. 

By means of examples, this compact manual provides a concies, flexi- 
ble guide to the conduct of "just, orderly, and expeditious" meetings. 
Appendixes, index. 328.1 


"Fosdick, H.E. A faith for tough times. Harper. $1.75. 

Three lectures, given at The Pacific School of Religion in 1952, 
effectively demonstrate how the Christian gospel can help the "spirit- 
ually insolvent" find security in "these confusing times." Index, 248 


*Fosdick, R.B. Within our power; perspective for a time of peril. 
Longmans. $1.75. 
Surveying the achievements of past generations in years of fear and 
insecurity, the author believes that "a sense of futility is a luxury 
we cannot afford" and finds hope for the 20th century. 901 


Fuess, C.M. Independent schoolmaster. Little. $5. 

The recently retired headmaster of Phillips Academy, Andover, force- 
fully and lucidly traces his 40-year association with the school, in- 
dicating the many changes in American secondary education in that 
time. Portrait frontispiece. Index. B or 92 


Gannon, Mrs Ruth. Decorating with house plants. Studio-Crowell. $5. 
How, by exercising "intelligence and loving care," anyone can suc- 
cessfully grow plants, bulbs, vines and trailers indoors is explained 
in an inviting, small quarto, illustrated with photographs and draw- 
ings. Appendix, index. 635.9 


Grimble, Sir Arthur. We chose the islands; a six-year adventure in 
the Gilberts. Morrow. $5. 

From cadet officer in the British Colonial Service in 1914 to resi- 
dent commissioner of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate is 
the career-span recalled in this mellow, charming volume. Map on 
end papers, chapter heads. 919.68 


Hall, J.N. My island home, an autobiography. Little. $4. 

The gentle, imaginative co-author of the well-known "Bounty" series 
remembers his Iowa boyhood, aspirations, later experiences and charm- 
ed years on Tahiti. His last illness and death are described in an 
epilogue by Edward Weeks. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Halsey, Margaret. The folks at home. Simon & Schuster. $3. 
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With her four-year-old daughter in mind, the author raises some well- 
reasoned inquiries about "the real nature of American life." 917.3 


Hewitt, Barnard, & others. Play production; theory and practice. 
Lippincott. $6.50. 

Clear, comprehensive volume on the written play, materials and the 
actor's accessories; useful to students and to community, high school 
and college coaches. Many photographs and drawings. Questions, ex- 
ercises, bibliographies, glossary, index. 


Hewlett, Dorothy. Elizabeth Barrett Browning; a life. Knopf. $6. 
Access to new material lends value to this attractive biography, which, 
with frequent quotations, emphasizes the famed poet's personal rela- 
tionships. Photographs. Appendixes, bibliography, index. B or 92 


Hokinson, H.E. There are ladies present. Dutton. $2.75. 
Posthumously published, gently satiric drawings with captions, re- 
printed from The New Yorker. Small quarto. 741.5 


Jackson, J.H., ed. The Western Gate; a San Francisco reader. 
Farrar. $4.75. 

Reveals through well-selected prose and poetry the special quality 
of San Francisco, its history, growth and development. Index. 979.46 


John, A.E. Chiaroscuro; fragments of autobiography. Pellegrini & 
Cudahy. $5. 

Episodic retrospection by the distinguished portrait painter, in- 
cluding vignettes of his subjects and "random reflections on life in 
general." Photographs. Index. Bor 92 


Johnson, A.S. Pioneer's progress, an autobiography. Viking. $5. 
This invigorating, readable volume traces the liberal economist's 
years from his Nebraska farm childhood to the emeritus directorship 
of the New School for Social Research. Portrait. Index. B or 92 


Jones, T.S., ed. Your opportunity to help yourself, to help others, 
1952-1953. Your opportunity, P.O. Box 41, Milton 87, Mass. $4.95; 
$3.95. paper 

"An annual catalog of grants, fellowships, scholarships, opportuni- 
ties, awards, prizes, loan funds, competitions." (Subtitle) Alphabet- 
ically arranged data, valuable for students, young people, veterans 
and guidance counselors. 378.3 


Lemmon, R.S. Our amazing birds; the little-known facts about their 
private lives. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Charming quarto, happily merging detailed information with 102 ac- 
curate illustrations in "authentic bird character sketches." 598.2 


"“Killilea, Mrs M.L. Karen. Prentice-Hall. $2.95. 

With wit that does not conceal her determined efforts and intelligent 
program, a mother describes the care of her small, afflicted daughter 
and the growth of the United Cerebral Palsy Association, 616.83 
A man's stature, by Henry Viscardi, jr (Day. $3. 617.3) is the 
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frank recital of conquest of disability and the use of artificial 

limbs to enable the courageous narrator to work and help others 
through J.0.B. (Just One Break). 
"Mastering your disability, by H.A. littledale (Rinehart. $2.75.362.43) 
considers in practical, straightforward vein the usual problems of 

the civilian disabled, such as adaptation to family, job possibilities, 
love and marriage. For adults. Appendix. 


Koestler, Arthur. Arrow in the blue, an autobiography. Macmillan. $5. 
First volume of the Hungarian-born author's analytical, unsparing 
reminiscences, marked by ironic humor and sharp depiction of the his- 
toric background of his lonely youth and varied experiences to his 
26th year. Photographs. B or 92 


YP Leslie, Mrs Anita. Love in a nutshell. Greenberg. $3. 

RE Enthusiastic account of a young Irish couple's adventurous cruise 
through the Caribbean islands aboard a 35-foot sailboat with their 
new baby to complicate and enliven the voyage. Maps, photographs.917.29 


YP *Lorant, Stefan. Lincoln, a picture story of his life. Harper. $6. 

RH An exciting quarto, using hitherto unpublished material to provide 
through lively text and reproductions of contemporary pictures and doc- 
uments a "full-scale" recountal of the Iincoln legend. Chronological 
listing of all known Lincoln photographs. Bibliography. 8B or 92 

YP “Abraham Lincoln; a biography, by B.P. Thomas (Knopf. $5.75. B or 92) 

RH freshly presents for "the Lincoln beginner" and others an accurate, 
single volume on "the true American." Maps, photographs. Bibliography, 
index, (Pub. date: Nov. 10) 


YP Miller, D.D. Wind, storm and rain; the story of weather. Coward~ 
RH McCann. $3.95. 
Popular, interesting introduction to the fundamentals of “weather wis- 
dom." Maps, photographs. Glossary, index. 551.5 
In The Ocean River, by Henry Chapin and F.G.W. Smith (Scribner. $3.50. 
551.47), history, legend and scientific facts about the Gulf Stream 
are delightfully blended. Maps, drawings. Bibliography, index. 


Mulvey, T.J. These are your sons. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 

A series of graphic "case histories," bringing home the reality of the 

Korean War and the sacrifice and heroism of our young men. 951.9 
YP *Bill Mauldin in Korea, by W.H. Mauldin (Norton. $2.95. 951.9) finds 
R Joe a war correspondent in Korea from January to April 1952, writing 

humorous, but not hilarious, letters to friend Willie about the 

country, the Marines and Navy. Expressive drawings. 


PR Nearing, Scott. Economics for the power age. Day. $3. 

H Thought-provoking application of Ruskin's moral theories to present- 
day economics, considéring the field as a community concern and "pro- 
ductivity as a means to the good life." 330 


Pohl, F.J. The lost discovery; uncovering the track of the Vikings 
in America. Norton. $3.75. 

"Presents much that is new to our understanding of the mystery of the 
Vikings." 
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28, 1952, p.6. Maps, drawings. Appendixes, bibliography,index. 973.13 


Porter, K.A. The days before. Harcourt. $4. 

Evidencing clarity, wit and precision, this collection of articles 
written over a 30-year period range from the critical to the personal 
and particular in theme. 814.5 


Saroyan, William. The bicycle rider in Beverly Hills. Scribner. $3. 
In his usual, expansive style, Saroyan writes of the boredom in his 
childhood, his need to excel and the realization that writing was to 
be his life work, B or 92 


Saturday review of literature. America and the mind of Europe; ed. 

by Lewis Galantiere. Library Publishers. $2.75. 

A symposium of ten articles by writers of various nationalities pre~ 
senting an unbiased, well-rounded survey of postwar European views of 
the United States. 327.73 


Seidenspinner, Clarence. Great Protestant festivals. Schuman. $2.50. 
Outlines briefly for laymen, church school workers, ministers and 
students the origin and observance of special days in the annual 
cycle of worship among the major Protestant churches. Index. 264 


Sermolino, Maria. Papa's table d'hote. Lippincott. $3. 

How Italian-born, hedonistic "Papa" nursed Gonfarone's in Greenwich 
Village "from a basement eating-place...to a famous restaurant" is 
entertainingly related by his American daughter who was brought up 
in the unusual atmosphere of wine, naturalism and restraint. 818.5 


Sheehan, Donald. This was publishing; a chronicle of the book trade 
in the Gilded Age. Indiana Univ. Press. $3.75. 

A stimulating study of American book publishing between the Civil and 
first World Wars, presented with verve and skilful use of the archives 
of Scribner's, Holt, Harper, Dodd, Mead and The Publishers' Weekly. 
Notes, bibliography, index. 55.5 


Smith, R.M. Writing fiction; techniques of the craft. World Pub. 
Co. $3.50. 
Basic aspects of story writing, including content, method and market- 
ing, are readably discussed by a writer, teacher and founder of the 
Magazine Institute. 808.3 
Best advice on how to write, ed. by Gorham Munson (Hermitage House. 
-50. 808) contains provocative, interpreted excerpts from the work 
of Swift to S.S. Van Dine on principles, the writing of fiction, 
plays, articles, and other forms, technique and values. 


Snow, E.R. Great gales and dire disasters. Dodd. $3. 

True tales of catastrophes along our shores and in "far-flung corners 
of the world" excitingly record man's endless battle against the ele- 
ments. Photographs. Index. 910.45 


PR *“frueblood, D.E. Your other vocation. Harper. $1.50. 

E The professor of philosophy at Earlham College stresses the impor 
tance of lay religion, suggesting a possible course of study for 
adults and other practical ways of participating in"the centraliza- 
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tion of the Christian movement." 262.14 


Webb, Mrs B.P, Beatrice Webb's diaries, 1912-1924; ed. by Margaret 
I. Cole. Longmans. $5. 

Posthumous journals, providing forthright, enlightening appraisal 
of social change in Great Britain and important international per- 
sonalities. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Weiser, F.X. The Christmas book. Harcourt. $3. 

How the world has celebrated Christmas through the ages is described 
in a delightfully informative book explaining the meaning of our 
customs and ceremonies. Chapter heads, Reference notes, index. 394 


Fiction 


Bolton, Isabel. Many mansions. Scribner. $3. 

As Margaret Sylvester, 84, reads the fictionized record of her long 
concealed secret and of her years in New York, the discriminating 
reader will delight in the finely written, sophisticated novel. 


Cary, Joyce. Prisoner of grace. Harper. $3. 

Amiable Nina is the narrator of these rambling, entertaining pages 
which describe her marriage to an ambitious liberal politician, whose 
power to deceive himself and others she cannot elude, though she has 
always loved her cousin, Jim. Unconventional. 


“Davis, C.B. Thudbury. Lippincott. $3.75. 

Admiring Pete Mendenhall, of the Thudbury Enterprise, reconstructs 
the life of that great citizen, Dr. Thudbury, in a detailed, tongue— 
in-cheek "American comedy," which gently satirizes familiar ways. 


De la Torre, Lillian. The heir of Douglas. Knopf. $4. 

Witty, re-telling of the notorious 18th century birthright case, with 
a new and plausible solution based on travel and research. Photo- 
graphs. Afterword, index. 


“Ferber, Edna. Giant. Doubleday. $3.95. 

To the "giant kingdom," the Reata Ranch, comes lovely, bookish Vir- 
ginia-bred Leslie as the bride of Jordan Benedict and this swift- 
moving, colorful story,mingling violence with romance, highlights the 
magnitude, prosperity and brashness of Texas over a 25~year period. 


“Kennedy, Margaret. Troy Chimneys. Rinehart. $3. 
The diary and letters of a young M.P. of dual personality form the 
core of a diverting Restoration period piece, which gracefully de- 
tails adventures and the love that came too late. 


Meeker, Arthur. The silver plume. Knopf. $3. 

How 14~year—old Tancrede is brought from Holland to 17th century 
France as the rightful Duc de Rohan and in an atmosphere of intrigue, 
comes to an honorable end is depicted with dash and authenticity. 


O'Brian, Patrick. Testimonies. Harcourt. $3. 
As the principals in this impressive, poetic tale give their different 
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testimonies, we follow the unraveling of an English don's coming to 
picturesque North Wales, his hopeless love for the alluring wife of 
a farmer-neighbor and the inevitable tragic end. 


PR *Prescott, H.F.M. The man on a donkey. Macmillan. $5. 
Culminating in the Pilgrimage of Grace, this richly imagined, engross- 
ing chronicle introduces widely-varying types of people, among them, 
Henry VIII, a prioress,a gentlewoman, a priest and squire Robert Aske. 


Queffelec, Henri. Island priest; tr. from the French by James 
Whitall. Dutton. $3. 

The small island of Sein off the Brittany coast is the scene of a 
simply written, memorable portrayal of the rough fishermen's choice 
of the sacristan, Thomas, to serve as their spiritual leader, 


PR *Raynolds, Robert. The sinner of Saint Ambrose, Bobbs-Merrill. $3.75 
Through the eyes of Gregory Julian, "one of the great dramas of civil- 
ization" - the fall of Rome - is made real in a vast panorama of cred- 
ible events and customs and vividly realized personalities. 


Tasaki, Hanama. The mountains remain. Houghton. $3.75. 

When Takeo, of Long the imperial way, 1950, returns from the war, he 
tries black-marketeering before marrying a Christian girl and settling 
on a farm, while his lovely geisha-sister is less fortunate in her 
love, as this interesting story of present-day Japan relates. 


Juveniles 


Aulaire, Ingrid', & Aulaire, E.P. d', Buffalo Bill; illus. by the au- 
thors, Doubleday. $2.75. (Under 9) 
Brown, J.M. Daniel Boone; the opening of the wilderness; illus. by Lee 
J. Ames. Random House. $1.50. (9~12) 
Carmer, C.L. A flag for the fort; illus. by Elizabeth Carmer. Messner. 
$2.50. (9-12) 
Desmond, Mrs A.C. Alexander Hamilton's wife; a romance of the Hudson. 
Dodd. $3. (Older boys and girls) 
Dugo, Andre. The dogcatcher's dog; illus. by the author. Holt. $2. 
(Under 9) 
Gramatky, Hardie. Sparky; the story of a little trolley car; illus. by 
the author. Putnam. $2.50. (Under 9) 
Heal, Hdith, The first book of America; illus. by Fred Collins. Watts. 
$1.75. (Under 9) 
Kugelmass, J.A. Ralph J. Bunche, fighter for peace. Messner. $2.75. 
(Older boys and girls) 
Rounds, Glen. Buffalo harvest; illus. by the author. Holiday House. 
$2.25. (9~12) 
Travers, P.L. Mary Poppins in the park; illus. by Mary Shepard. Harcourt. 
$2.50. (9-124) 


Van Riper, Guernsey, jr. Kmute Rockne, young athlete; illus. by Paul 
Laune. Bobbs-Merrill. $1.75. (9-12) 
White, E.B. Charlotte's web; illus. by Garth Williams. me, a 
9-1 
Zim, H.S. What's inside of plants? illus. by Herschel Wartik, Morrow. 
$1.75- (Under 9) 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A _Miscellany 


Adoption; principles and services. Reprinted from Journal of Social 
case work. Jan. 1952. Family Service Association of America. 
192 Lexington Ave., New York 16. 1952. 42p. 85¢. 


Carson, Ruth. Do you want to adopt a baby? Pamphlet no. 173, 
Public Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. 1951. 


32p. 25¢. 


Durbahn, Walt. Walt's workshop; 42 projects for the workshop, for 
the home, for the garden, for amusement, furniture, miscellaneous. 
General Publishing Co. Hobby Books Division. 154 E. Erie St., 
Chicago 11, Ill. 1951. l144p. $2. 


Harper, M.C. Play groups for children of school age. Play Schools 
Association, Inc. 119 West 57th St., New York 19. 1952. 90p. 75¢. 


Keller, E.A. and Brady, F.A. An inventory of wealth in the United 
States. American Economic Foundation, 295 Madison Ave., New York 
17, 1951. 38p. 


Maisel, A.Q. Your neighbor's health is your business. Pamphlet no.180. 
Public Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. March, 
1952. 3lp. 25¢. 


Program planning; a guide for Tri-Hi-Y advisors prepared by National 
Tri-Hi-Y Commission. Association Press. 291 Broadway, New York 7. 
1952. 85p. 80¢. 


Puchek, Michael. Pension plan policies and practices. Recent exper- 
fences of eleven pension plans. Bulletin no. 21. New York State 
School of Industrial Relations, Cornell University. Ithaca, N. Y. 
July 1952. 62p. Free to New York State residents; 25¢ to others. 


War on want; a plan for world development. The Association for World 
Peace. 14 Henrietta St., Covent Garden, London. 1952. 96p. 1/- 


Who says so? How a group of senior high school students learned about 
Public Opinion and used it. Civic Education Project. 10 Craigie 
St., Cambridge 38, Mass. 1951. 62p. 


Will universal military training make better citizens of our youth? 
America's Town meeting of the air bul. vol. 17, no. 44. The Town 
Hall, Inc. New York 36. Feb. 26, 1952. l6p. 10¢. 


Work without strife. How strikes damage us all... Hducational Research 
Corporation. 10 Craigie St., Cambridge 38, Mass. 1950. 75p. 
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24 BOOKS FOR A BASIC MODERN THEATRE COLLECTION 


recommended by 
George Freedley, Curator, Theatre Collection 
The New York Public Library 


Baker, Blanch M. Theatre and allied arts. H.W. Wilson. 1952. $10. 
Basic and excellently arranged bibliography. 


Blum, Daniel C. A pictorial history of the American theatre, 1900- 
1950. Greenberg. 1950. $7.50. 
Of great pictorial value for reference. 


Bowers, Faubion. Japanese theatre. Hermitage House. 1952. $5. 
Best one-volume treatment in recent years. 


Burger, Isabel B. Creative play acting. A.S. Barnes. 1950. $3. 
Fine book on children's theatre techniques. 


Burris-Meyer, Harold and Cole, Edward C. Theatres & auditoriums. 
Reinhold. 1949. $8. 
Essential theatre architectural volume. 


Chapman, John A., ed. Index to the Best plays series, 1899-1950. 

Dodd. 1951. $2.75. 

Most libraries have the Mantle-Chapman-Sherwood Best plays. This title- 
author-lyricist-composer index is invaluable, an immense time-saver. 


Chute, Marchette G. Shakespeare of London. Dutton. 1949. $4.50. 
Fine single volume on Shakespeare. 


Clark, Barrett H. and Freedley, George, eds. A history of modern 
drama. Appleton-Century-Crofts. 1947. $7; students' ed. $5. 
Basic, written by a great group of drama scholars. 


Crosby, John. ...And right in your own home. Simon and Schuster. 
1952 oe $3 . 
Excellent radio and television criticism which is genuinely useful. 


de Banke, Cecile. Shakespearean stage production. McGraw-Hill. 


1952. $6. 
Shakespearean production admirably described. 


11, De Mille, Agnes G. Dance to the piper. Little. 1952. $3.50. 


Modern dance and ballet in its essence written by one of its greatest 
exponents. 


Gassner, John, ed. A treasury of the theatre. Simon and Schuster. 


13. 


1951. 3v. each $6. Set: $17.50. 
Unquestionably the best anthology of world drama in print. 


Theatre arts (magazine). Theatre arts anthology; ed. by Rosamond 
Gilder and others. Theatre arts. 1950. $5. 
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The best of the best theatre periodical ever published. 


14, Hartnoll, Phyllis, ed. The Oxford companion to the theatre. Oxford. 


1951. $8. 
The most indispensable and useful single reference volume in print. 


15. Hughes, Glenn. A history of the American theatre, 1700-1950. 
Samuel French. 1951. $5. 
Concise and practical for librarian for reference. 


16, Jones, Margo. Theatre-in-the-round. Rinehart. 1951. $3.75. 
Arena-style theatre is practiced around the world. This is excellent. 


17. Kavanagh, Peter. The story of the Abbey theatre. Devin-Adair. 
1950. $4.50. 
Modern Irish drama of high importance, this is a good record of its 
stage as well. 


18. Langner, Lawrence. The magic curtain. Dutton. 1951. $6.60. 
Well written, a full record of the Theatre Guild, America's most 
distinguished producing organization. 


19, Magarshack, David. Stanislavsky. Chanticleer. 1951. $5. 
Of high importance. 


20. Nathan, George Jean. The world of George Jean Nathan; ed. by 
Charles Angoff. Knopf. 1952. $5. 
Venerable and usually authoritative 20th century American dramatic 
criticism by the Dean. 


21. Ottemiller, John Henry; preface by George Freedley. Index to plays 
in collections: an author and title index to plays appearing in col- 
lections published between 1900-1950. 2d. ed. rev. and enl. Wash- 
ington, D.C. Scarecrow Press. 1951. $6.50. 

Essential for the small library. A real money saver. 


22. Smith, Cecil M. Musical comedy in America. Theatre arts. 1950. $5. 
Best one-volume on the subject. 


23. Venezky, Alice S. lIiving theatre, a study guide to great plays. 
Twayne. 1951. 50¢ 
Cheap and useful for drama study groups. 


24, Ward, Winifred L. Theatre for children. 24. ed. Anchorage, Kentucky. 
Children's Theatre Press. 1950. $3.50. 
Enormously valuable to the director or teacher of children's dra- 
matic participation. 


se ee eH MH 
Reprints of this list are available on request. 


Address The Bookmark, Book Information Section, 
New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 
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RECENT ACCESSIONS 
A Selected List Prepared by 
Evelyn E, Nelson, Reference and Sarah J. Schenck, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 


Appleby, P. H. Morality and administration in democratic government. 
Louisiana State Univ. Press. 1952. 26lp. (The Edward Douglass 
White lectures on citizenship) 353 Ab4m 

Ffrench, Yvonne, ed. Transatlantic exchanges; cross-currents of Anglo- 
American opinion in the nineteenth century. New York. Library Pub- 
lishers. 1952. 255p. 917.3 7437 

Iutz, H. L. Platform for the American way. Appleton-Century-—Crofts. 
1952. 114. 353 1975 


CIVIL RIGHTS AND PROPAGANDA 


Brownlee, F, L. These rights we hold. New York. Friendship Press. 
1952. Llp. 323.4 B885 
Forster, Arnold. Trouble-makers, an Anti-defamation League report, by 
Arnold Forster and Benjamin R. Epstein. Doubleday. 1952. " 
323.173 ¥F73 
Lee, A. M. How to understand propaganda. Rinehart. 1952.  28lp. 
301.1523 1477 
Meerloo, A. M. Conversation and communication; a psychological inquiry 
into language and human relations. International Universities Press. 
1952.  245p. 4O1 M495 


DESIGN 


Ballinger, R. A. Lettering art in modern use. Reinhold. 1952. 2H6p. 
745 @B192 

Jacobson, Hebert, ed. Seven designers look at trademark design: Herbert 
Bayer [and others. Chicagd} P. Theobald. 1952. 17lp. 608 qJ17 


FOR THE HOMEMAKER 


Close, P. D. How to insulate homes and farm buildings. Amer. Tech. 
Soc. 1952. 2044p. 691.9 C64h 
Poulin, Clarence. Tailoring suits the professional way. Peoria, Ill. 
Bennett. 1952. 192p. 687.11 P874 
Wise handbook of masonry and waterproofing. Material on waterproofing 
by Robert D. Eckhouse. New York. Wise. 1952. 2246p. 693 w813 
Wood, Adeline. Quantity buying guides: meats, fresh fruits, and v 
tables. New York. Ahrens. 1952. 132p. 641.3 wo94 
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FOR THE SCIENTIST 


Block, R. J. Paper chromatography, a laboratory manual, by gg 
Block, Raymond Le Strange, and Gunter Zweig. Academic Press. 1952. 
195p. 544.9 B651 

Bomford, Guy. Geodesy. Clarendon Press. 1952. 452p. B695 

Bonner, J. T, Morphogenesis; an essay on development. Princeton Univ. 
Press. 1952.  296p. 575.6 B716 

Milne, L. J. Biotic world and man cbys lLorus J. Milne & Margery J. 
Milne. Prentice-Hall. 1952. 588p. (Prentice-Hall biological science 
series) 570 M659 


INDUSTRY & ECONOMICS 


Bergengren, R, F. Crusade; the fight for economic democracy in North 
America, 1921-1945 -¢byyz Roy F. Bergengren, in collaboration with Agnes 
C. Gartland, and James W. Brown. Exposition Press. 1952. %379p. 
334.2 BUScr 
Besselievre, E, B. Industrial waste treatment. McGraw-Hill. 1952. 
391p. 628.5 B557 
Clinard, M. B. Black market; a study of white collar crime. Rinehart. 
1952.  392p. 338.526 CO41 
Egle, W. P. Economic stabilization: objectives, rules, and mechanisms. 
Princeton Univ. Press for Univ. of Cincinnati. 1952. 264p. .338.54 531 


JOURNALISM 


Coughlin, W. J. Conquered press; the MacArthur era in Japanese journal- 
ism. Palo Alto, Calif. Pacific Bks. 1952. 165p. 079.52 C854 
Elfenbein, Julien, ed. Businesspaper publishing practice. Harper. 
1952. 422p. 070.486 339b 
Herd, Harold. March of journalism; the story of the British press from 
1622 to the present day. Allen & Unwin. 1952. 352p. 072 HSA 
Ulman, J. N. Technical reporting. Holt. 1952. 289p. 029.6 43 


OUR SOUTHWEST 


Barrett, Velma. Odessa: city of dreams, a miracle of the Texas prair 
ies, by Velma Barrett and Hazel Oliver. San Antonio. Naylor. 1952. 
125p. 976.4 023d 

Bender, A. B. March of empire; frontier defense in the Southwest, 1848- 
1860. Univ. of Kansas Press. 1952.  323p. 979 B58 

Gibson, Charles. Tlaxcala in the sixteenth century. Yale Univ. Press. 
1952. 300p. (Yale historical publications. Miscellany, 56) 

972.4 G448 
PEOPLE WORTH KNOWING 


Holthusen, H. E. Rainer Maria Rilke, a study of his later poetry; trans- 
lated by J. P. Stern. Yale Univ. Press. 1952. 6lp. (Studies in 
modern European literature and thought) 831.91 R57Ah 

Hung, William. Tu Fu, China's greatest poet. Harvard Univ. Press. 

1952. 300p. 895.1 7883 

Jones, P, M. Baudelaire. Yale Univ. Press. 1952. 63p. (Studies in 
modern European literature and thought) 848.8 B33Aj 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 


A Selected List from New York State 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 


AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Report...5th,1952. 
(1952) 17lp. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 35) Cover-title: Age is no barrier. 


AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. The ABC's of local school districts in New 
York State; public schools: an investment. (1952) 


Special report on municipal affairs by the state comptroller trans- 
mitted to the legislature March 12, 1951. 337p. (Legis Doc 1951 
no. 13) 


BANKING DEPT. Annual report, 10lst, superintendent of banks...for the 
year ended December 31, 1951, part 1 includes quarterly statements. 
(1952) 408p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 22) 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Food supply. (1952) 19p. (Information 
circular for directors no. 34, August 27, 1952) 


CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Meet the people...who work for you. (1952) 
Folder. 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. New York State biz quiz; score yourself, how many 
of these leading facts about business and industry in New York State 
can you answer? (1952) Folder. 


CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 24th...of the state commission of 
correction for the year 1950. 1951. 392p. 


Your New York State department of correction and its institutions; 
custody... treatment...training...rehabilitation. 1952. 36p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Annual report, 47th...for the school year ending June 30, 
1950. 1952. 338. (Vol. 2, Statistics) : 


Education to safeguard American freedom. 1952. 64p. (Preliminary 
annual report 1950-51) 


Examination for state scholarships in Cornell University, series of 
1952. (1952) 20p. (Handbook 42) 


____ Homemaking education in secondary schools. (1952) 50p. (Handbook 
43, July 1952) 


The law and the rules of practice relating to appeals to the 
commissioner of education. (1952) 26p. (Handbook 1, August 1952) 


Nursing; law, rules and information. 1952. 8lp. (Handbook 13) 


Optometry and ophthalmic dispensing; law, rules and information. 
1952. 7lp. (Handbook 28) 
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EDUCATION DEPT. Professional education; certified public accountancy, 
law, rules, and information. 1952. 93p. (Handbook 14) 


___ State scholarships; law, rules and information, June 1952. (1952) 
38p. (Handbook 34 ) 


__. Bureau of elementary curriculum development. Our daily words; a basic 
spelling vocabulary for elementary schools, grades 2-6. 1952. 26p. 


___. Division of elementary education. Bureau of instructional supervision, 
Organization, functions and services of the bureau of instructional 
supervision. (1952) 2p. (Supplement to: Letter to supervisors 
series 6, no. 1, September 1952) 


__.. Division of secondary education. Bureau of curriculum development, 
Reading in the secondary school program by George W. Norvell. 1952. 


22p. (Reprint of bulletin 1185, April 1, 1940) 


Bureau of vocational curriculum development and industrial teacher 
training, Simplifying farm work. 1952) 157p. 


EXECUTIVE LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO RECODIFY AND REVISE THE. 
Report...to March 31, 1952. 1952. 6p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 67) 


HOUSING, DIV. OF. Annual report of the commissioner of housing to the 
governor and the legislature for the year ending March 3lst, 1952. 
(1952) 15lp. 


INTERSTATE COOPERATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1952. 
(1952) 271lp. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 55) 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of placement and unemployment insurance. 
Information office. DPUI drops "jawbreaker name: becomes "Division 


of employment". (Release, September 26, 1952) 


Division of research and statistics. New York State labor legis- 
lation, 1952. (1952) 12p. (Special labor news memorandum no.34, 
July 25, 1952) 


LONG ISLAND TRANSIT AUTHORITY. Plan of reorganization proposed by... 
August 14, 1952. (1952) 37p. 


MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 2nd, of the New York State 
Mental Health Commission for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1951. 
1951. 63p. 


___ Mental health is for every day! (Mental health calendar) (1952) 14p. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Basic library needs of teachers colleges by 
Virginia L. Moran and Mason Tolman. (1952) 5p. (Reprinted from 
Library Journal, September 15, 1952) 


__. Regional library service center, Watertown. Annual report on the 
operation of the...April 1, 1951-March 31, 1952. (1952) 9p. Mimeo. 
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NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Regional library service center, Watertown. 
Report on the activities of the...for the month of April; May 1952. 


NEW YORK STATE TEACHERS RETIREMENT SYSTEM. Annual report, 1952. (1952)1lp. 


NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY. On the way—your New York State thruway, 
summer, 1952. (1952) Folder. 


PUBLIC WORKS, DEPT. OF. Report on state arterial route plans in the 


Glens Falls urban area. 1952. 83p. and appendix. NOT AVAILABLE FOR 
DISTRIBUTION. 


STATE, DEPT. OF. Annual report...for calendar year 1951 submitted by the 
secretary of state to the governor and legislature. 1952. 66p. 
(Legis Doc 1952 no. 48) 


STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND ASSESSMENT. Veterans' exemption from 
real property taxes. (1952) Folder. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell universit Ithaca. Christmas 
decorations. (1952) 16p. (Cornell extension bulletin 379, reprinted 
June 1952) 

___._ ; Cost and effectiveness of different insect and disease control prac- 
tices in New York apple orchards by H. Von Oppenfeld and others. (1952) 
75p. (Bulletin 886, August 1952) 


The farm shop and its equipment by E. W. Foss. (1952) 16p. 


(Cornell extension bulletin 807, reprinted August 1952) 


___ A study of the body of cultured cream by E. S. Guthrie. (1952) 23p. 
(Bulletin 880, June 1952) 


___. Department of agricultural economics. Causes of farm fires in 
New York State by John Ferris. (1952) 26p. Mimeo. (A. BE. 839, 
September 1952) 


__. ___. County road administration and finance in New York by George D. 
Young. (1952) 38p. Mimeo. (A. EB. 785, February 1952) 


___. Kind and value of machinery, Northern New York farms 1951 by 
C. A. Bratton. (1952) 25p. Mimeo. (A. BE. 838, September 1952) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. Selecting 


equipment for your community kitchen by Agnes M. Carlson, (1952) 16p. 
(Bulletin 856, May 1952) 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell universit Ithaca. 
Pension plan policies and practices by Michael Puchek. (1952) 62p. 
(Bulletin 21, July 1952) 


UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...March 31, 
1952. (1952) 8lp. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 39) 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: ACTIVITIES IN LIBRARIES 


edited by 
I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder, Library Extension 


Albany County. The Albany Friends of the Library sponsored a lecture by 
Granville Hicks on October 14 at the Albany Institute of History and 
Art. Mr. Hicks discussed his new political novel, "There Was a Man 
in Our Town." Attendance numbered 161. 


Clinton County. The Keeseville Free Library recently received a gift 
of 300 books. These books were presented to the library by Clarence 
Prescott of Chicago, who, as a child, was a frequent visitor to 
Keeseville. -- The Plattsburgh Public Library has set up an exten- 
sive picture file covering art, history, science, travel, and social 
studies. A maximum of 20 pictures on one subject may be borrowed from 
the file for a period of one week. As a public service feature in 
cooperation with the Plattsburgh Public Library, Radio Station WIRY 
is presenting a weekly transcribed dramatization of a book available 
at the library. For the convenience of anyone not able to hear these 
broadcasts at home, there is a radio in the library's reading room 
each Saturday during the time of the broadcast. -— The Dannemora 
Free Library recently borrowed a collection of 50 books from the 
Plattsburgh Public Library. This loan includes teen-age and adult 
fiction. 


Cortland County. Recent displays in the Cortland Free Library included 
an exhibit of oil paintings, the Modern Bible and an exhibit in con- 
nection with National Business Women's Week. The Library advertises 
its service: Calendar of Coming Events for the benefit of the people 
of Cortland. 


Dutchess County. William K. Brown, president of the Starr Institute 
Library board, reported that circulation of books and use of the 
reading room have increased in Rhinebeck. 


Erie County. Robert North, jr. is now a deputy director of the Erie 
County Public Library. Mr. North was formerly with the Kanawha 
County Public Library in Charleston, West Virginia. -- The fall 
meeting of the Western New York Library Association was held at the 
Kenilworth Branch of the Kenmore Public Library on October 4, The 
theme of the meeting was "Publicity and Public Relations." The 
morning session was devoted to two workshops - one for trustees only 
on "Trusteeship as the Trustee Sees It" and the other for librarians 
on "The Librarian Looks at Publicity and Public Relations." The 
afternoon session included talks by: Whitman Daniels, contrasting 
the public relations of industry with those of the public library; 
P, D. Fahnestock, giving a practical approach to "How to Get Your 
Publicity Printed;" Ray Wyant, presenting the elementary requisites 
of good displays. 


Jamaica. The Queens Borough Public Library is enjoying a period of 
expansion and improvement of its services. New branches are being 
opened in some of the unserviced areas and quarters for established 
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branches are being improved through the erection of new city-owned 
buildings and acquisition of better rented quarters. Cooperation 
from the New York City Housing Authority plus the help of State Aid 
Funds have made possible the establishment of library service 

in new housing developments. Branches have already been opened at 
Queensbridge Houses, Arverne Houses, Woodside Houses, Ravenswood 
Houses and Pomonok Houses. A branch has also been opened in the 
Windsor Park development. These new libraries are attractively fur- 
nished and equipped, boasting sea-foam green walls, fluorescent 
lighting and book cases and furniture in blonde finish. Hundreds 

of new or newly bound books grace the shelves. A new and additional 
book bus was dedicated at City Hall on March 27. The new bus, the 
third in the Library's history, will augment a similar vehicle placed 
in service several years ago. Each of the buses holds 1500 books and 
travels on a weekly schedule to give library service. On June 8 the 
new building for the Queens Village Branch was formally opened to the 
public. The one-story and basement brick building settles into a 
100 by 200-foot site of lawn and shrubs enclosed in a low brick and 
metal-barred fence. The Branch including site, equipment and books 
cost about $400,000. —— The ground-breaking ceremony for the new 
Jackson Heights Branch was held on September 18th. Plans and speci- 
fications provide for a two-story and basement brick building to be 
erected on a 100 by 100-foot site at an estimated construction cost 


of $363,753. 


Jefferson County. A new room has been added to the Chaumont Free Library 
to be used as a reading room and community center. The new addition 
was made possible through the generous donation of Dr. Daniel L. Borden, 
Washington surgeon, and Brig. Gen. W. Ayers Borden, Cambridge, Mass. 
Given as a memorial to their parents, the late Dr. and Mrs. William 
Borden, summer residents of Chaumont, the Borden room is now complete 
and open to the public. -- Interested trustees presented the Thousand 
Island Park Library with new porch lights and a guard rail for the 
steps. The new lights are reproductions of rustic lanterns done in 
wrought iron. In addition, the Garden Club presented the library with 
a gift of $50. -- An exhibit of the work done by members of the Water- 
town Artist Guild has been on display in the rotunda of the Flower 
Memorial Library. The exhibit included scenes in and around Watertown 
and works in oil, water color and pastels. -- Mrs. Emmett Zabriskie, 
librarian of the Carthage Free Library, reports that two groups are 
sponsoring the new programs combining the use of books and films. The 
Acorn Club of the Free Methodist Church has presented the program, "Con- 
sider our Teen-Agers." The young adult group of Carthage is also pre- 
senting a book and film progran. 


Livingston County. Mrs. John H. Parry of Geneseo became director of the 
Dansville Public Library on October 1. 


Madison County. Mrs. Helen Chariton, director of the Canastota Public 
Library, reports installation of fluorescent lights in the main 
stack room. 


Nassau County. The Friends of the Levittown Public Library viewed the 
film, "The Library: A Family Affair," at its first fall meeting. The 
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film was shown through the courtesy of the Brooklyn Public library. -- 
Freeport Memorial Library held its 7th Annual Pet Show on October 4. 
Pets were registered by 140 children. There were ample prizes donated 
by 60 merchants of Freeport and Friends of the Library. -- The Miracle 
of the Book, a book exhibition on wheels, has been on display at the 
Hewlett-—Woodmere Public Library. 


Onondaga County, Syracuse Public Library celebrated its 100th anniver- 
sary during the month of October. The memorable event of the cele- 
bration was a luncheon at the University Club on Saturday, October 4. 
This was attended by 107 persons and included all the staff and full- 
time employees of the library, the trustees and many interested friends. 
L. Marion Moshier was the speaker of the occasion. "The Library of 
Future" was the title of her address. There were cordial greetings and 
expressions of appreciation from the Honorable Thomas Corcoran, Mayor 
of Syracuse, Dr. Wilson G. Cole, president of the Friends of Reading, 
Dean Robert Oxnam, assistant to the Chancellord Syracuse University and 
the Reverend William J. Schlaerth, president of LeMoyne College. Post- 
ers, radio news items, newspaper stories and historical displays at 
the main library building and the eight branches were featured through- 
out the month. 


St. Lawrence County. The Northern New York Library Club held a meeting 
on October 8 in the Ogdensburg Public Library. The morning session 
consisted of a business meeting and a talk on "Libraries in Germany" 
by Mrs. Russell Freeman, librarian of the Hawn Memorial Library in 
Clayton. The afternoon session featured the topic, "Children's Books," 
by Gretchen Westervelt, librarian of State Teachers College, Potsdam. 
-- The library board of the Morristown Public Library recently spon- 
sored a tag day for the benefit of the library. The money realized 
will help defray the expense of redecorating and cleaning the library. 


Saratoga County. A copy of Vol. 1 No. 1 American Legion Weekly was re- 
cently presented to the Saratoga Public Library for their special his- 
torical collection. The presentation was made by Legimreire John Morris 


of Saratoga Springs. 


Steuben County. The publicity section of thelibrary Aides met in the 
Corning Public Library to outline plans for the year. Members of this 
group write the weekly library column for the Corning Bvening Leader. 
They also write Book Week features and other publicity for the Library. 
-- The picture book hour at the Corning Public Library has been divided 
into two groups because so many children attend. This service is spon- 
sored by the A.A.U.W. 


Tioga County. Forty members of the Friends of the Coburn Free Library of 
Qwego heard Dr. B. R. Harriman give his illustrated lecture on mountain 
climbing. The Friends held a membership drive in October. 


Yates County. Southern Tier Library Club held its 46th annual meeting 
on September 26 at Keuka Park in the Keuka College Library. The 
guest speaker was Charles W. Wallis of Keuka College who spoke on 
his hobby of collecting epitaphs. The afternoon session was devoted 
to three group discussions: "Book Illustration," "Recent Trends in 
Cataloging and Classification" and"Reference Books of 1951-1952." 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Activities of the State Library 


Edited by S. Gilbert Prentiss, Library Extension 


Regional Librarian Appointed: On October 1 Roland C. Willcox was ap- 
pointed Regional Librarian of the Regional Library Service Center at 
Watertown, succeeding Julia Ruth Armstrong who resigned last January. 
Mr. Willcox is a graduate of Colgate University and the Columbia Univer- 
sity School of Library Service and for the past six years has served as 
director of the Westfield Athenaeum, Westfield, Mass. He is president- 
elect of the Massachusetts Library Association and past president of the 
Western Massachusetts Library Club, and has been chairman of the public 
relations committee of the State association. 


Certification Reeulations Amended: At their September 26 meeting the 
Board of Regents approved two amendments to § 102 and 103 of the Regu- 
lations of the Commissioner of Education relating to the certification 
of public librarians. In paragraph le of § 102, relating to professional 
experience, the words “employing at least one additional professional 
librarian" have been deleted. A fifth paragraph has been added to § 103 
to read as follows: "The Commissioner of Education may in his discre- 
tion excuse the default of a library board in employing a librarian not 
properly certified and legalize the time so served." 


NYLA Officers Announced: At the annual conference of the New York Li- 
brary Association held at lake Placid, October 19-22, the following of- 


ficers were announced: Alice C. Dodge, Librarian of the Utica Public 
Library, President; Mildred V. D. Mathews, Superintendent of Adult Serv- 
ices at the New York Public Library, Vice-President; Helen M. Cashman, 
Librarian of Charlotte High School, Council member. 604 librarians and 
library trustees attended the conference. 


Dr. Newsom Addresses Meeting: Dr. Carroll V. Newsom, Associate Commiss- 
ioner for Higher Education in the State HKducation Department, spoke to 
the College and University Libraries' Committee of the New York Library 
Association at lake Placid on October 20. Dr. Newsom's subject was: 
"Relationship between College and University Libraries and the State 
Education Department." Dr, Newsom deplored the prevalence of textbook 
and lecture instruction in present-day institutions of higher learning 
to the exclusion of valuable library use by the student. He also indi- 
cated a number of ways in which the State Library was planning to in- 
crease its usefulness to higher institutions in New York State. 


ALA Conducts Adult Education Survey: All public libraries serving popu- 
lations of more than 2,500 should have received in late October a ques- 
tionnaire designed to obtain important information on what the public 
libraries of the country are doing in the field of adult education. The 
director of the project, Mrs. Helen Huguenor Lyman, on leave from the 
Buffalo Public Library, urges librarians to fill out the questionnaire 
immediately and in cases where a questionnaire may not have been received, 
to wire her at ALA headquarters. The survey, made possible by a grant 
from the Fund for Adult Education, will also involve extensive interview- 
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ing of librarians after the questionnaire returns have been tabulated. 


UNESCO Exhibit Available: Exhibits featuring the UNESCO Gift Coupon Plan 
may be borrowed from the Library Extension Division for display in li- 
braries throughout the State. The exhibit materials are available al- 
ready mounted on display panels which can be placed on a 5' library table 
or unmounted for display on the library's own bulletin boards or display 
cases. The Gift Coupon Plan makes it possible for organizations such as 
clubs or schools to contribute towards the purchase of books, laboratory 
equipment, audio-visual devices and similar educational tools for specific 
groups and institutions in foreign countries. The display provides not 
only an opportunity for participation in a worth-while education project 
on an international basis but also offers a splendid opportunity for "tie- 
in" book loans and displays to local groups. Inquiries should be addressed 
to the Library Extension Division. 


"Register and Vote Campaign" Awards: Three libraries are in line for 
awards of special distinction for outstanding programs of participation 
in the national non-partisan Register and Vote Campaign. The awards are 
being presented jointly by the American Library Association and the 
American Heritage Foundation. Contesting libraries must submit to Miss 
S. Janice Kee, Executive Secretary of the ALA Public Libraries Division, 
by November 10, the following: 1. A covering letter giving name and 
address of the library, librarian and name and position of staff member 
in charge of the Campaign project. 2. A chronological (by month) account 
of the steps in the library's program of participation in the Campaign. 
3. Evidence of the library's serving as an Information Center, particu- 
larly in implementing the slogan, Read, Look, Talk, Argue and Think. 

(a) Envelope of materials produced by the library -- publications, book 
lists, etc. (b) Pictures and publicity. (c) Account of library's co- 
operation with other community agencies and organizations in their pro- 
grams. 4. A statement, based on authentic record, of percentage of vote 
increase in community served by library as compared to the 1948 Presi- 
dential election. 


German Educator Visits: Dr. Carla Heistermann of Berlin (West Zone) 
visited the Library Extension Division between October 27 and November 4 
to study the place of libraries in adult and labor education. Her sched- 
ule also included the observation of child guidance and juvenile delin- 
quency programs in several State institutions. Dr. Heistermann, whose 
visit to the United States was sponsored by the National Social Welfare 
Assembly, is an adult education organizer and teacher in Berlin, 


Christmas Is Coming!: To help you meet your public's demand for Christmas 

material, Traveling Libraries has a large collection of stories, poems, 

Plays and books on Christmas customs for children and adults. Do you 
need to supplement your resources? Please call on us. We shall be look- 
me goa to your requests and hope that we can fill them to your satis- 
action. 


The Bookmark November, 1952 
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"For there is no substitute for books in the life of a 
child; and the first understanding of this simple and irre- 
futable truth must come from his early perception of his par~ 
ents' faith in it. They alone can give him this knowledge just 
as they alone are responsible for the practice of their faith. 
If they themselves look upon radio programs and the television 
screen, valuable as certain of their offerings may be, as clear- 
ly secondary to the chapter from the bedtime book, and if they 
good—humoredly insist that neither takes the place of hours 
spent in quiet reading, the battle for the books is won. 


" ,. .. I have spent forty years of my life in the teaching 
of literature to boys and girls of grade-school age, to high- 
school students, and, in the past thirty years,. to girls in 
college. I have, in these years, learned a great deal about 
the minds and imaginations of the young. I know that, if they 
have been nurtured and nourished by an early love of books, they 
have far finer and more sensitive minds and imaginations; and I 
know, too, that girls (and boys, as well) who possess books will 
live far richer lives than they could otherwise live and will 
contribute that richness to the commnities in which they will 
become the successful parents of children." 


From Recipe for a magic childhood, by Mary Ellen 
Chase, copyright 1952; published by and reprinted 
with the permission of The Macmillan Company. 








